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Exploring the Stark County 
Data Fact Sheets





> Since 1963, Stark Community Foundation has 
been helping individuals, families, businesses and 
nonprofits support the causes they care about.

> Today, the Foundation stewards nearly 1,000 
charitable funds totaling more than $425 
million in assets and has granted over $275 
million to nonprofits in our community and 
beyond.

Your Trusted Partner in Giving



> Connect donors to nonprofits that align with their 
passions

> Steward nonprofit endowment funds to support 
long-term sustainability

> Offer competitive grant opportunities 
throughout the year

> Collaborate with funders and partners to invest 
in long-term community solutions

> Provide educational resources, like today’s 
webinar

How We Support Nonprofits



>We’re here to explore local 
data that helps all of us better 
understand the needs and 
opportunities in our 
community.

Today’s Purpose



> Strengthen your understanding of our community
> Highlight local trends, needs and opportunities
> Spark ideas
> Guide conversations
> Inform decision-making
> Elevate storytelling 
> Support grant applications

Why Data Matters



> Strength of local support

> Sustainability of organization

> Ability to address significant community needs

> Connecting data to help inform efforts

Elements of a Strong Grant Proposal



Overview

• Context
• Overview of the new Fact Sheets
• What does the data say?
• Storytelling with data
• Community Data Hub

• www.starkcf.org/data

• Next Steps

http://www.starkcf.org/data
http://www.starkcf.org/data


Context; What is a fact sheet?
• Easily digestible
• Ideally relevant
• Freely available

Status of WomenCongressional DistrictsCleveland Neighborhoods



Context; The data source
The Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, https://data.census.gov/

• Collected continuously all year

• Published twice annually
• Most recent release was the 2023 estimates

• One-year estimates (September)
• For geographies of 65,000+ residents
• More recent, but larger margins of error

• Five-year estimates (December)
• For all geographies
• Smaller margins of error

Primarily self-reported data!

https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/


Context; Geographies
The Census Bureau’s American Community Survey

• 21 County Subdivisions
• Cities and Townships

• 2 Census Places

• 1 County



• What is being ‘measured’?
• People, Households, Families

• Sometimes age banded (16-64)

• How is ‘poverty’ determined?
• Federal Poverty Threshold

• Single-person household: $15,650
• Four-person household: $32,150

• Deep Poverty (<50%) 
• Single-person household: $7,825
• Four-person household: $16,075

• Near Poverty (<200%)
• Single-person household: $31,300
• Four-person household: $64,300

• What is being ‘measured’?
• People, Households, Families

• Sometimes age banded (16-64)

Context; Important notes

• How is Race/Ethnicity Calculated?
• Commonly reported two ways: alone 

vs alone or in combination
• Chose alone or in combination

• See the Data Key

• How is Employment reported?
• Commonly reported as a point in time 

measure
• Chose instead to report as a measure 

of recent workers in last year
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Data insights; Population



Data insights; Population
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Data insights; Population
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Data insights; Economic Stability
Median Income in 
Stark County:
$65,740
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Data insights; Economic Stability
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Data insights; Housing
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Renters: 46.1% |

Data insights; Housing

Homeowners; 16.0% Stark County: 25.5%

Median monthly rent: $877



Data insights; Employment
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Data insights; Employment
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Data insights; Health

7 Townships/Cities
(~20%)

9 Townships/Cities
(~14%)

22.1% in Stark County use 
Medicaid for Health Insurance

4 Townships/Cities
(~10%)

2 Cities (~33%)

Canton City: 44%



Storytelling
Or ways to use the data

• Follows the template of a new 
resource/article Community Solutions 
just released

• https://www.communitysolutions.com/reso
urces/storytelling-through-data-worksheet-
for-advocacy 

• Gotten positive feedback when we’ve 
used this in groups

• Developed with community advocacy in 
mind, but still relevant for non-profits 
and other professions

https://www.communitysolutions.com/resources/storytelling-through-data-worksheet-for-advocacy
https://www.communitysolutions.com/resources/storytelling-through-data-worksheet-for-advocacy
https://www.communitysolutions.com/resources/storytelling-through-data-worksheet-for-advocacy
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Storytelling
Steps to take

1. Identify key issues using available data.
2. Highlight the most impactful data points.
3. Tell a meaningful story that connects data to real people.
4. Share your story with decision-makers and community leaders.
5. Define clear goals and what success will look like.



Storytelling; an example
Looking at the data



Storytelling; an example
What change would you like to see in your community?

I would like to see increased efforts to identify and remove 
lead paint from older homes in Stark County, especially 
those built before 1970. 



Storytelling; an example
What data points on the Fact Sheet stand out to you for your community?

• 54.2% of homes in Stark County were built before 1970.

• There are 84,232 homes built pre-1970, potentially containing lead-
based paint.

• 31.4% of homes in the county are renter-occupied, where residents 
may have limited control over home maintenance or lead 
remediation.



Storytelling; an example
Tell a story from your community/work inspired by these data points.

“My neighbor was expecting her first child in a few months. She knew 
her home was old, and she was very nervous about her newborn’s 
safety, but she didn’t know what resources were available to her to 
test, and potentially remediate, her home…  
…In Stark County, over half of the homes were built before 1970, 
meaning thousands of families are at risk of lead exposure due to 
aging paint, so her concerns were well founded.” 



Storytelling; an example
Who needs to hear this story?

• Local non-profits and housing authorities
• Landlords and property management companies
• Community health organizations and pediatricians



Storytelling; an example
What results are you working towards? What will success look like?

• Success means reducing childhood lead poisoning rates in Stark County.
• Increasing inspections and lead abatement efforts in pre-1970 homes.

• Better landlord accountability.
• Increased funding for remediation, and stronger tenant protections.



Storytelling
A recap

• The importance of combining a story/narrative
• Evidencing that story with data

• Thinking through your audiences for your story

• These fact sheets can’t contain all the relevant data you might need to tell your 
story, but are instead a helpful way to quickly share insights about the 
communities you serve.



>www.starkcf.org/data
> Strengthen access to data
> Reliable, place-based sources all in one place
> Houses variety of data sources

– 24 Community Fact Sheets + Data Key
– Stark Community Foundation reports and studies
– Additional data sources by area

> Regularly refreshed
– Send sharable sources to info@starkcf.org
– Check back … new sources added regularly

Community Data Hub



2nd Annual Data Workshop
Wednesday, September 24, 2025

10 a.m. - Noon
The Barrette Center at Walsh University

RSVP at www.starkcf.org/events

Upcoming Events





Lori Howerton
Senior Program Officer
Stark Community Foundation
lhowerton@starkcf.org 

Alex Dorman
Research Fellow
The Center for Community Solutions
adorman@communitysolutions.com 

Tamikka James-Haygood
Research Associate
The Center for Community Solutions
tjhaygood@communitysolutions.com 

mailto:lhowerton@starkcf.org
mailto:adorman@communitysolutions.com
mailto:tjhaygood@communitysolutions.com
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